
The Fine Arts department is an exclusive program with limited enrollment, 
providing individual attention and the fostering of a tight-knit community 
of artists. Critical thinking, painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking, and 
technology are the backbone of contemporary art and pillars of the Fine Arts 
curriculum. Our outstanding program prepares students for success in the 
$67 billion dollar international art industry. We provide students with their 
own studio spaces, state-of-the-art facilities, and a multitude of exhibition 
opportunities at Crossley Gallery and across campus. Students will master 
technical and conceptual skills, explore innovative modes of expression, and 
develop an awareness of the historical and contemporary context of their 
work. Graduates of the program go on to become critically acclaimed artists 
with national and international representation, industry creatives, business 
owners, and entrepreneurs.

ALUMNI SUCCESS
Our Fine Arts graduates have gone on to major careers 
and success in the arts. As professional artists, they 
have exhibited at top galleries and museums across 
the country and around the world including in New 
York, Los Angeles, New Orleans, Paris, Berlin, and 
London, with their work reviewed by the industries top 
publications and critics. Graduates have their work 
in private collections and have received numerous 
accolades, awards, and grants such as the Pollock-
Krasner Foundation Grant, Guggenheim Fellowship, 
and Joan Mitchell Fellowship. Our alumni also 
continue on to elite MFA programs such as Yale, 
Columbia, Bard, and CalArts. 

LOCAL MUSEUMS & GALLERIES  
The Sarasota Art Museum is the region’s first museum 
dedicated to contemporary art. Partnering with 
Ringling College of Art and Design, the Museum offers 
visitors a place to see thought-provoking, boundary-
pushing exhibitions. Additionally, Ringling College 
is in close proximity to many major, internationally 
renowned museums and cultural institutions 
including: The Ringling Museum, Museum of Fine 
Arts in St. Petersburg, Salvador Dalí Museum, Tampa 
Museum of Art, and The James Museum. Each 
semester the Fine Arts department spends time in 
Miami attending the prestigious Art Basel Miami 
art fair as well as museums, private collections, 
and cultural institutions. These annual events offer 
students the opportunity to see thousands of artworks 
from all over the world just outside their door.

FACILITIES
Studios North is a creative hub exclusive to the Fine 
Arts students. Housed in a 10,000-square-foot facility, 
our students have access to their own studio spaces, a 
lounge area, and special projects and exhibition space 
allowing them room to experiment and create while 
also having the support of a communal environment. 
Additional state-of-the-art facilities at the Richard and 
Barbara Basch Visual Arts Center include dedicated 
spaces for printmaking and letterpress, sculpture, 
woodworking, metal fabrication, 3D printing, glass 
blowing, and more. 

EXHIBITION OPPORTUNITIES 
Crossley Gallery, a professional and contemporary 
gallery space on campus, is exclusively administered 
by our Fine Arts students in collaboration with our 
faculty, allowing them the opportunity to develop 
gallery programming and curate professional 
exhibitions. Crossley Gallery provides students first-
hand experience in working within a professional 
gallery system. www.CrossleyGallery.com 
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FACULTY AND STAFF
JOE FIG
MFA Fine Arts 
School of Visual Arts, NYC 

CLAUDIA CUMBIE-JONES 
MFA Art/Technology 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago

JENNIFER JONES
MFA Painting and Drawing 
University of North Texas

VICKY RANDALL
MFA Sculpture 
Southern Illinois University

NATHAN SKILES
MFA Studio Art 
Montclair State University 

ESZTER SZIKSZ, DLA
MFA Printmaking 
Memphis College of Art  
DLA Pecsi Tudomanyegyetem 
University of Pecs

MICHAEL WYSHOCK
MFA Studio Art 
Florida State University

TRIPS, CLUBS, AND STUDY ABROAD
Art Basel Miami: Every December, Fine Arts faculty and students travel 
to Miami Beach for Art Basel and other prestigious art fairs. This is an 
opportunity to get a glimpse of the international art scene and meet 
with industry insiders and gallerists from around the world.

Mural Club: Members have completed a large-scale mural project at the 
Faith Presbyterian Church of Sarasota and have been selected to work 
with Sarasota’s Public Art Committee on future projects in downtown 
Sarasota and for Earth Day 2021. 

Study Abroad and Residency Programs: Fine Arts students have the 
exciting opportunity to study abroad in culturally rich locations such as 
Florence, Paris, The Netherlands, and Ireland. 

VISITING ARTISTS 
Visiting Artists play an important role within the Fine Arts program 
and are an invaluable resource for our students. Visiting Artists 
promote a greater understanding of contemporary art and culture 
through lectures, one-on-one and group critiques, demonstrations, 
and on-campus educational exhibitions providing students with direct 
access to world-renowned creatives, working across many disciplines. 
Previous Visiting Artists have included:

Joe Fig  
Department Head 

jfig@c.ringling.edu 
www.ringling.edu/FineArts
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SANFORD BIGGERS
SUE COE 
WILL COTTON
TRENTON DOYLE HANCOCK
INKA ESSENHIGH 
STEVE MUMFORD
CHIE FUEKI
JUDY PFAFF
WILLIAM POWHIDA
KATE GILMORE

JAMES ROSENQUIST
HILARY HARKNESS
ALEXIS ROCKMAN
TOM BURKHARDT
ANJA MARAIS
DANICA PHELPS
CLAUDIA BITRAN
JANET BIGGS
LUCIO POZZI
JASON MIDDLEBROOK
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BUSINESS OF ART AND DESIGN 
The global art market is a $67 billion dollar industry and we believe in 
preparing students for the professional world. By supporting a minor in 
Business of Art and Design students learn the business management 
and financial skills that are essential for a successful career in the arts. 
Additional minors to consider include: Art History, Creative Writing, Film 
Studies, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Graphic Design, Photography 
and Imaging, Realistic Painting, and Visual Development.


